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Difficulties and challenges in cluster response at aged care facilities
as perceived by Certified Nurses in Infection Control
— Focusing on the pandemic phase of the COVID-19 outbreak —
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2 Department of Nursing Faculty of Health Care, Takasaki University of Health and Welfare
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Abstract

The present study was conducted to identify the difficulties that Certified Nurses in Infection
Control (CNICs) perceived in cluster response at aged care facilities during the pandemic
phase of the COVID-19 outbreak, as well as to consider future challenges highlighted by
these perceived difficulties. We conducted a semi-structured interview of 11 CNICs who were
working at designated medical institutions for infectious diseases in Prefecture A, and who had
experience in providing support to aged care facilities. We then performed content analysis on
their interview responses using the methodology proposed by Berelson. Based on the results of
the analysis, the following five descriptive categories were identified: (1) “Lack of information
sharing with public health centers,” (2) “Basic infection control guidance amidst the confusion,” (3)

»

“Lack of experience in cluster response,” (4) “Lack of knowledge about the factlity’s characteristics,
and (5) “Lack of awareness on the state of resources.”

Although the CNICs performed their role in preventing the spread of infection despite limited
information and resources, they faced a number of issues that they could not resolve on their
own, such as differences in their perception of the facility’ s systems and infection control
measures, difficulties in sharing information, and a lack of human resources. Furthermore,
CNICs must be capable of carefully explaining the need for infection controls and the potential
risks to facility staff while building a relationship of trust in clinical practice. To achieve this,
it is essential to provide CNICs with the opportunities and environment to enable their routine
involvement with the facility and to improve their practical support skills. The present findings
highlight the importance of establishing a community-wide system and training environment to
support the activities of CNICs, and of supporting CNICs so that they can fully demonstrate their

expertise.
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Willingness of temporary contract nurses to continue working
at special nursing homes for the elderly
— An interview-based survey —

Chiemi Kitajima”, Naomi Asai?, Satsuki Tanahashi?

U Former Graduate Student, Department of Nursing, Graduate School of Health and Medical Sciences, Takasaki, University of
Health and Welfare
? Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health Care, Takasaki, University of Health and Welfare
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career development

Abstract

The present study aimed to clarify the willingness of temporary contract nurses to continue
working at special nursing homes for the elderly in order to determine the working environment
that would facilitate their continued work. The study participants were 8 temporary contract
nurses who had worked for at least 3 months at a special nursing home for the elderly in
Prefecture A. A semi-structured interview of the participants was conducted based on an
interview guideline and a verbatim transcript of their responses was subjected to content
analysis using the methodology proposed by Berelson. The analysis results exhibited a category
match rate of 82.1% and 83.7%, thus demonstrating their reliability. We identified a total of 257
transcript units relating to the willingness of temporary contract nurses to continue working at
special nursing homes for the elderly, and subsequently created 33 subcategories, 10 categories,
and 4 core categories. Temporary contract nurses who continue working at special nursing
homes for the elderly tend to have good relationships with contracted physicians and other
professionals, and an understanding of the roles of their fellow professionals. They were capable
of consulting on “a working environment enabling a focus on nursing practice,” and on working
conditions with their temporary staffing agency. They also possessed an awareness of “available
working styles that suited their personal lifestyles and income satisfaction” that allowed them to
maintain a work-life balance. While leveraging their previous nursing experience, the temporary
contract nurses learned about care for daily living at the special nursing home for the elderly,
and embraced their interest in “improving practical nursing skills within a living environment
of the elderly” and in nursing care for the elderly. These respondents were also aware of their
“willingness to nurse the elderly and to learn more about their diverse lifestyles.”

The present findings suggest that the workplace environment at a special nursing home for

the elderly that is likely to promote the willingness of temporary contract nurses to continue
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working must involve the following: fulfilling personal duties while recognizing the roles of other
professional peers; sustaining preferred employment conditions; dedicating sufficient time for
interaction with individual elderly residents and having opportunities to think about nursing care
for the elderly; and developing a career as a nurse by improving practical nursing skills within

the living environment while leveraging previous nursing experience.
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The effects of parental image and stress on self-esteem
in children and students:
Results of the 3rd Oizumi Town Children's Living Conditions Survey

Sasaki Noriaki, Okamoto Hiroko, Noda Atsushi

Key words: self-esteem, parental image, stress, elementary and junior high school students

The purpose of this study is to reexamine the factors that influence children's self-esteem based
on the model created by Sasaki, Okamoto, and Noda (2024), adding two factors: "parent image"
and "child stress."

A structural equation modeling (SEM) was conducted using five scale scores and six latent
variables for 28 items from the "Third Oizumi Town Children's Living Conditions Survey"
conducted in 2024. As a result, a model with sufficient fit was obtained, suggesting the following
two points.

1) The more positive the image of parents, the lower the stress of students and the higher their
self-esteem is expected.
2) Parent image is not significantly affected by the family's economic situation, parental stress, or

Involvement with children.

Finally, the key points for children to have a positive image of their parents were discussed.
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