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Challenges Concerning Children with Foreign Roots:
From the Results of the Survey on the Living Conditions of
Children in Oizumi
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Abstract

Using the survey on the living conditions of children in Oizumi, this study compared Japanese
families and families with foreign roots to clarify the issues that children with foreign roots face.
The survey was conducted in 2019 in Oizumi, Gunma Prefecture, where there is a concentration
of foreign nationalities or individuals with foreign roots.

Parents were inquired about their overall household income in 2018, and the replies from
Japanese families and families of foreign roots were compared. Questions to the children were
related to self-assessment of their school grades, the degree to which they understood what they
learnt at school, and the items related to self-evaluation of motivation and confidence in life were
compared in the same manner.

As a result, the following challenges concerning children with foreign roots were identified:

1) In terms of total household income, the number of households with foreign roots falling under
low-income categories was higher than those of Japanese households. Of all households with
foreign roots, 33.2% earned less than 2.5 million yen per annum.

2) Compared with children from Japanese households, children with foreign roots faced more
difficulties in learning, and this tendency was especially pronounced in junior high school-aged
children and above.

3) Among the items related to self-evaluation of motivation and confidence in life, children with
foreign roots had lower self-esteem than those from Japanese households, as evidenced in items
“there’s nothing I'm good at” , “I want to help someone” . Regarding "I love myself, " although
children with foreign roots evaluated themselves more positively, their ratings were lower from

the second year of junior high school onward.

The study indicates the necessity to examine clarifying the relationship between the identified

issues.



